A RESOLUTION i %
o7 U
BY COUNCILMEMBERS C. T. MARTIN &FELICIA A. MOO

THAT THE MAYOR IS HEREBY URGED TO
IMMEDIATELY SEND A LETTER OF
CLARIFICATION TO THE DEPARTMENT OF
COMMUNITY AFFAIRS, CLARIFYING THAT
THE LETTER PREVIOUSLY SENT BY THE
MAYOR’S OFFICE WAS NOT INTENDED TO
CONSTITUTE AN OFFICIAL CITY
WITHDRAWAL OF LOCAL APPROVAL FOR
EMERGENCY SHELTER GRANT FUNDS; AND
FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

07-R. -1519

WHEREAS, the Metro Atlanta Task Force for the Homeless, Inc. (“Task Force™) did
submit an application seeking Emergency Shelter Grant Funds (“ESG”) from the State of
Georgia Department of Community Affairs (“DCA”); and

WHEREAS, DCA makes the final determination as to the awarding of ESG Funds;

WHEREAS, the City of Atlanta did review and determine that the Metro Atlanta Task
Force for the Homeless, Inc. was eligible for funding based on consistency with the City of
Atlanta 2005-2009 Local Consolidated Plan and on local approval of the Task Force’s

participation in the Homeless Provider Networks and on participation in the Local

Continuum of Care as indicated in Exhibit A; and

WHEREAS, the State of Georgia Department of Community Affairs has denied the

applicant a funding award based on a misinterpretation of a letter sent by the City of Atlanta
as an official withdrawal of local approval rather than an expression of certain concerns
regarding shelter operations at the Peachtree and Pine Shelter as indicated in the letter
referenced as Exhibit B; and

WHEREAS, the Atlanta homeless community and the citizens of the City of Atlanta
would greatly benefit from the granting of funds from DCA.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
ATLANTA that the Mayor is hereby urged to immediately send a letter of clarification to
the Department of Community Affairs, clarifying that the letter previously sent by the
Mayor’s Office (attached as Exhibit B) was not intended to constitute an official City
withdrawal of local approval for Emergency Shelter Grant Funds.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Municipal Clerk is directed to send (fax/e-mail or
Priority Mail) a copy of this resolution to the Georgia Department of Community Affairs.

AND FINALLY BE IT RESOLVED that all resolutions in conflict herewith are hereby
waived in this instance only.




Exhibif &

Attachments A and B
Certification of 1) Consistency with Consolidated Plan, 2) Local Approval, 3) Participation in
Homeless Provider Networks, and 4) Participation in the Local Continuum of Care

To the Georgia Department of Community Affairs, Regarding:

2007 DCA Project Title:  Task Force for the Homeless Housing Assistance Program

Agency Name: Metro Atlanta Task Force for the Homeless, Inc.

Program/Activity Address: 477 Peachtree Street
Atlanta, Georgia 30365

Program/Activity Type: Housing referral/counseling/placement

Total Daily Capacity: Demographic group(s) served: Special needs group(s) served:
15 All groups except unaccompanied minors None targeted

1) Based on a review of the Request for City Certification submitted to the City of
Atlanta for the Supportive Housing Application to be submitted to DCA by the
Applicant, the undersigned certifies that the program and activities proposed appear to
be consistent with the City of Atlanta’s Consolidated Plan for 2005-2009.

- 2) Based on a review of the Request for City Certification submitted to the City of
Atlanta for the Supportive Housing Application to be submitted to DCA by the
Applicant, please be advised that the program proposed appears to meet all local
planning requirements and is “approved” for funding by DCA.

3) This is to certify that the above-named applicant actively participates in local
collaborative mechanisms to coordinate the provision of housing and/or supportive
services for homeless persons within our community.

4) This is to certify that the above-named applicant is an active participant in the local
Continuum of Care Plan developed by our community.

Certification is conditioned or explained as follows:

NA

By: \NA‘\/\/W\/VA 4-3-09

Jocelyn Ross \ v Date
Director, City of Atlanta Office of Grants Management
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CITY OF ATLANTA
Office of the Mayor
Shirley Franidin 58 Triniity Avenue, SW Grey Pridgeon
Meyor- ' Suite 2400 Chiat of Steff
Atlanta, Georgia 30303
© 404-330-6100

May 16, 2007

Mr. John Bassett
60 Executive Park South, NE
Atlanta, GA 30329

‘Daar Mr. Bassett,

1 am wriling to elaborate on the Clly of Aflanta's pasifion on one of the applicants 10 the
state Housing Trust Fund for the Homeless - Metro Atianta Task Force for the Homeless.
Inc. ("Task Force™) which operates l1s facllity commenly known as Peachtree-Pine ["P&P
faclity"). . .

since adoption of the Gity's current 2004-2009 Local Consolidated Plon {"Plan"}, each
vear the City has issued o Cenification of Consistency with this Plan for the acftivifles
conducted by the Task Force of the PP shetter. We cidso this year with much
reluctance. The Ciiy is increasingly concerned about two things, One, we bealieve our
own teview process-couidveneh! iom stronger Plan thresholds for measuring
consistency. Two, we do niot believe the PAP faciity complies with cur overai
Consolidated Planor with the Regional Commission's 10-year Plan to End Chronic
Homelessness, which is heiping to guide our plonning efforts.

Under the cureni cerfRcotion f&view process, the City determines whether g paiticuler
agency's ociivity meets al ieast one ct the cbjectives for homelessness under the Plan.
Coupled with a zoring verlicstion, this determination is sufficient under our process for
an aclivity lo be deemed “consist” and hus for the providing @gency toreceive Q
Cerificate. We intend o review and refine our Plan, so that in the future, all agencies will
have 1o substaniially comply with the Pian and will have 1o do so in a qudlity manner that
dernonsirates resulls. _

Jeillustrate our point in this case. the P&P facility technically meets one of cur chjectives

of “supporiing sheitering ond sevice options for difficult-to-serve chionic homeless
popuiaiion.” However, we do not beleve the shelfer is consistent with any of the
remoining five objecti=es for homeless services and facilities. These include. progroms for:
1jweikiun smergency and transitional residences; 2) homeless families ond children;
3jsupportive services thot enable homeless to attain stabifity: 4) capital projects that

cregte or enhonce restiment Io_cilhies; and 5) aftercare services Furthemmare. we are
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concemed about the rate of progress the PP tacility makes with their clients. in helping

hose men in their fransition to salf-sufficiency as provided in the Plon.

The Task forca's averal approach ot the PP faciiity continues to be in conflict with whot
we are learning, nafionwide, an what helps our homeless citizens get back on the road
to setf-sutficiency. Both the Mayor's Regionat Commissien-oniiemeiessness and the U.s.
interagency Counci on Homelessness are emphasizing a Housing Frsi modei, in which
we get homeless persons placed intosate ond decent housing that is appropiiate o
their needs and then work with inem, through intensive and professional case
management, on ail the issves that have coniributed 1o them being homeless. The
Housing Trust Fund has demonsiraied this modei thraugh your Sheltar plus Care program.

" The City beiieves that simply » .arehousing large numbers of pecple in one location and
providing ongoing meals 1o shese large numbers is a failed strategy - G practice thal
actuglly enables homsiessness and prevents progressive steps forthe individuals. Ang,
ihe difficulty in managing these large numbers creotes an unnecessary and unfar
burden on the sumounding communities.

Further, the Task Force hos chosen o foiego operational CDRG fungs from the Cily,
rather than comply wiih conditions set forth for such funding. in 1999 and relteratedin
2003. Those condiiions are:

- The faclify should serve women, children ond tamilies. The city continues 1o
have o boslic shortage of focilifies and services for this segment of our
nomeless population; we believe this downtown location would be especially
beneficial due 1o this facliity’s proximity to mass transit services, daycare
fgciliies and hospitclity jobs.

. This facility shoutd inciude “scfe haven" beds for fragile. mentdily il woren,
iar which we have a cruciai need. '

- This facility shouid parlicipate in the City's neighborhood govemance process
(NPU system] gnd secure O Special Use Permit, as many other such faciliies
have successfully dons.

in summary, we have many agencies serving ihe nomeless and most of them compeie
tor the same scarce pubitc dofiars, including those from e Housng Trust Fund. As your
Commission knows, priofilizing this competition is crucial in ensuring that these tunds are
both owarded and provided fo ihose agencies that bestserve the homeless needs of
our respective jurisdiciions. Based on the foregoing, it ls the City of Afanta’s opinion that
e Peachiree-Pine iaciiity, Gs it is cumently conceived and monaged by the Task Force
for the Homeiess, should not be the recipient of these scarce tunds:

we appieciate all the work that the Housing Trust Furid does and we know yau must
muaks fough decisions. Furdther, we apclogize for any confusion we have added fo.ihat
process and we commit fo refining our review process; 30 1hat our Certifications in the
future wilt be based on substance and resulls.

Sincerely, / .
2 -
7./ W _ |
' Greg Pricgeon (7 :




GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

Mike Beatty Sonny Perdue
COMMISSIONER GOVERNOR

June 29, 2007

Mr. Robert S. Cramer, Jr.

Chairman

Metro Atlanta Task Force for the Homeless, Inc.
477 Peachtree Street, NE

Atlanta, Georgia 30308

Re: Request for ESG Funds
Dear Mr. Cramer, Ir:

After careful review of the subject request, I regret to inform you that the
Department is unable to award funds at this time because the City of Atlanta withdrew
local approval for the Peachtree-Pine programs.

Statuatory and regulatory references follow:

24 Code of Federal Regulations, Part 576, Emergency Shelter Grants, Section
576.25, Who may carry out eligible activities. ... (2) Private nonprofit
organizations, in accordance with 42 U.S.C. 11373(c). ...

U. S. Code - Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare - Chapter 119, Homeless
Assistance - Subchapter 1V, Housing Assistance - Part B, Emergency Shelter
Grants Program - Sec. 11373, Allocation and distribution of assistance ...

(c) Distributions to nonprofit organizations - ... Any State receiving assistance
under this part may distribute all or a portion of such assistance to private
nonprofit organizations providing assistance to homeless individuals, if the local
government for the locality in which the project is located certifies that it
approves of the project.

While we are unable to grant funds at this time, we wish you every success in
obtaining funds necessary to carry out your programs. If you have questions, please do
not hesitate to contact me at (404) 679-3170 (Atlanta metro) or (800) 359-4663
(Statewide toll free).

Sincerely,
{ e

< /L 4
iz

John Bassett, Director

State Housing Trust Fund for the Homeless
/jb :

60 Executive Park South, N.E. * Atlanta, Georgia 30329-2231 » (404) 679-4940
EOUAL HOUSING www.dca.state.ga.us @ Recycled Paper
An Equal Opportunity Employer






